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As we close the chapter on 2025 
and turn the page to 2026, I’ve 
been reflecting on the countless 
ways God has shown His 
faithfulness this past year. His 
mercies truly have been new 
every morning. 

While there are far more than I 
could ever list, here are ten 
moments that stand out from this 
past year, reminders of His 
goodness in both the 
extraordinary and the everyday.

Ten Highlights of God’s 
Faithfulness in 2025
1. 40 baptisms—each one a 

story of grace and new life in 
Christ.

2. 124 new members joining the 
Pioneer Drive family—what a 
joy to welcome so many into 
our fellowship.

3. Launching a new strategic 
missional connection as part 
of the Ukrainian–Texas 
Baptist missions’ partnership, 
linking hearts across 
continents for the Gospel.

4. Hosting the BGCT Annual 
Meeting and welcoming 
leaders from across Texas and 
the Baptist World Alliance, 
what an honor to serve the 

Dr. John Whitten
Senior Pastor

Great is Your Faithfulness
wider Baptist family.

5. Our first-ever Family 
Discipleship Retreat, 
investing in homes where 
faith is nurtured.

6. A record number of 
participants on the 
Guatemala Mission Trip, 
taking the hope of Jesus to 
the nations.

7. God’s healing hand, restoring 
health after surgeries and 
illness.

8. God’s wisdom and provision 
through life’s transitions,  
guiding steps when the path 
was uncertain.

9. God’s sustaining power in 
seasons of grief—His 
presence near to the 
brokenhearted.

10. A unanimous vote to move 
forward with Next 70 and the 
opening of our new 
administrative suite, a hub for 
mission and ministry for 
decades to come.

Each of these moments tells a 
story of God’s steadfast love. 
And behind them are countless 
unseen mercies—quiet 
provisions, answered prayers, 
and daily grace that carried us 
through.

Looking Ahead with 
Expectation
As we step into 2026, I’m filled 
with hope for what God will do.

Here are five areas where I’m 
eager to see His hand at work:

• Linking arms with the global 
Baptist family to “Finish the 
Task” of the Great 
Commission by 2033, 
because every tribe and 
tongue matters to God.

• Progress on our new 
sanctuary—a space that will 
serve generations for worship 
and witness.

• Deepening fellowship with 
the wonderful people of 
Pioneer Drive because life 
together is a gift.

• Advancing our Texas–Ukraine 
partnership, building bridges 
of hope and Gospel witness.

• The vision and strategic plan 
God is stirring in our Church 
Vision and Strategic Planning 
Committee, seeking His 
direction for the future.

“May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13



Sunday Nights 
Jan. 4: Jeff Reid, 6PM Conference Center
Jan. 11: Night of Worship, 6PM Conference Center
Jan. 18: Monthly Meetings, No Evening Service
Jan. 25: Deacon Ordination, 6PM Sanctuary

Ephesians 5:14 calls out to every generation:
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

In every season of life God calls His people to wake up to His presence, 
purpose and power. The call of Ephesians 5:14 echoes through the life of 
Peter. Across the highs and lows of the discipleship journey, Peter found 
himself repeatedly awakened by Christ to embrace new beginnings, 
worship in waiting, to experience grace amid grief, have courage in 
change, discernment in decisions, and renewal through restoration. 

Peter’s story is not all that di�erent from our own, showing how the 
Spirit awakens us in every transition we navigate. Each week, we’ll 
journey through a biblical story, encounter a historical movement or 
person who embodied awakening, and discover practical ways to live 
“awake” in our own transitions.

NEW YEAR, NEW SERIES
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FEB. 15: NEW MEMBER CLASS
If you’ve been considering becoming a member of 
Pioneer Drive, we’d love to help you take that step! Our 
Membership Class is scheduled for February 15th from 
10:10–11:00AM in the Café, where you’ll have the 
opportunity to meet some of our ministers, connect with 
others exploring membership, and learn what it means 
to be part of our church family. JAN. 4: FROM EDEN TO HEAVEN

Are you searching for a new study or new group for the 
new year? Meet with us at 10:10AM on Sundays in room 
2228 as we examine the journey to authentic faith using 
the language of pilgrimage, the path all believers travel 
as they seek to follow Jesus, mature in their faith, and 
explore their most common fears and questions.  

JAN. 25: NEW CHRISTIAN’S CLASS
Our New Christian's Class is for 1st-6th graders who 
have recently asked Jesus into their hearts. This 5-week 
class digs deeper into our belief and faith as Christians. 
This class meets January 25 thru February 22 each 
Sunday at 9AM in the Children's building. To register 
your child email Tammy Lunbeckby January 18th at 
children@pioneerdrive.org.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

FEB. 8: BAPTISM CLASS
Ready to take the next step in your faith? Baptism is a 
beautiful declaration of your commitment to Christ, and 
we’d love to walk with you on that journey! Join us for 
our Baptism Class on February 8 at 10:10AM in the Café. 
This class is designed to help you explore what baptism 
means and how to take this important step. Know 
someone who might be interested? Feel free to share 
this invitation—we’d love to see them there!

CONNECTIONS MINISTRY

CHURCHWIDE

JAN. 16-17: MARRIAGE RETREAT
Sign up for the 2026 Marriage Retreat here in 
Abilene! We’ll meet on campus Friday and 
Saturday for interactive teaching and marriage 
enrichment with Bobby Cooley of Empowered 
Homes. Make your plans now to ensure that it is 
just you and your spouse this weekend. Book a 
hotel room, call the grandparents, and sign up on 
realm soon. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for 
renewed intimacy and growth! Contact Terence 
Waldron with questions.

JAN. 31: MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST
Jumpstart the new year by committing to live life 
together as Pioneer Men. Join us for a hearty 
meal, challenging word, and supportive 
fellowship. This event is free to attend, but 
registration is required so sign up on Realm or text 
Nathan at 281-794-6749. Don't miss this great 
opportunity to invite new folks into the fold of 
faith or go deeper with guys from Sunday School. 

BIG COUNTRY NEEDS: SHAMPOO
This month we are collecting full size bottles of shampoo 
to bless our neighbors. All donations will be given to the 
ABA Social Ministries Food Pantry. Donations can be 
placed in the grocery carts or any church office. 

MISSIONS MINISTRY
JAN. 6: NEHEMIAH LUNCH
Join us on the first Tuesday of every month for a home 
cooked lunch and to learn more about how to volunteer 
to help with home repairs and ramp building. All ages 
and skill levels are invited to volunteer. Lunch is at 12PM 
in room 1251 on the first Tuesday of every month. 

JAN. 25: CITY LIGHTS
On the last Sunday of every month, we invite you to join 
us at City Lights Ministries in downtown Abilene. At 
8AM, there are opportunities to help serve or share 
breakfast with our neighbors. At 9AM we celebrate 
Sunday morning worship together. For more info about 
how you can help contact Nathan@pioneerdrive.org.

MEN’S MINISTRY
JAN. 2: NEW MEN’S MINISTRY GROUP
Read and reflect on the book of Numbers at 6AM on 
Fridays at the Starbucks on South 14th & Barrow as we 
explore our own stories in light of the experiences of 
ancient Israel.  

J A N U A R Y



SCAN THE QR TO SIGN 
UP FOR AN EVENT:

JAN. 15: CAFE CONNECTIONS
Ladies of all ages and stages are invited to come for a 
time of fellowship and encouragement on the third 
Thursday of each month at 10AM in the Cafe. Coffee & 
light breakfast snacks are provided. Come as you are and 
bring a friend. There is no cost or registration..

FEB: 27: WOMEN’S RETREAT 
You don’t want to miss this year’s Women’s Retreat, 
February 27-March 1 at Homewood Suites in Waco. 
Come enjoy a weekend of fun, relaxation, 
encouragement, and connection. Our speaker for the 
weekend is Jacki C. King. Jacki is a respected and 
beloved Bible teacher, author, ministry leader, and 
podcast host. Her passion involves guiding women 
toward a deep love for Jesus and His Word, and 
encouraging them to embrace their mission in their 
homes, workplaces, and communities. Register in Realm 
by February 5th. Space is limited so register soon. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

JAN. 11: STUDENT CHOIRS RESUME
High School & Middle School Choir resume on Sundays 
at 4:30 PM.  Middle School Choir meets in room 2220 & 
High School Choir meets in the Music Suite. Come 
worship with us in preparation for our 2026 mission trips!

JAN. 23: POET VOICES CONCERT
You are invited to an unforgettable evening as Phil Cross 
and Poet Voices fill our sanctuary with heartfelt southern 
gospel music. Doors open at 5PM and the concert starts 
at 6PM. The cost is free; a love offering will be received.

FEB. 8: CHILDREN-LED WORSHIP
Our 1st-5th grade choir members will lead the music 
portion of worship in both Celebration Worship services, 
through songs, scripture, and prayer.  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

FEB. 13: DISCPLE NOW
February 13-15th, 7th-12th graders will spend a 
weekend away from the busyness of day to day living to 
grow in their personal relationship with God and each 
other. Students will stay in small groups in church 
members’ homes. There, they will enjoy fun, fellowship, 
and small group discussion with their leaders. At the 
church, all students will gather together for meals, 
recreation, and worship with guest speaker Scott 
Venable, Lead Pastor at Northwood Church in Keller, TX.

Packing list and other details will be provided to those 
registered. The cost is $75. Your student must have an 
updated medical release form to attend. Check with 
Tammy Lunbeck to make sure your student is up to date. 
Register online by Feb 2 to reserve your student’s spot. 
We hope you’ll join us for this awesome experience!

STUDENT MINISTRY

JAN. 9: FRIDAY WITH FRIENDS
Moms and preschoolers, join us for fellowship and fun on 
January 9 from 9:30-11:30AM. We will meet in the Allen 
Room Tile Side and enjoy fun activities!

JAN. 25: CHILD DEDICATION
Child Dedication is a time of commitment for parents 
coming forth to say they are giving their children back to 
the Lord, raising them in a Christian home and asking the 
church family to join with them in this commitment. On 
Wednesday, January 21 from 6-7PM, attendance at the 
Parent Class is required for dedication. Register by 
January 12.

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY

 

SAVE THE DATE: GUATEMALA 2026
Join us this summer, June 27 to July 3, in the 
beautiful country of Guatemala as we serve 
alongside our longstanding mission partners, 
Servants Hearts Ministries. Whether you are 
interested in helping with building projects, 
servings kids, or blessing families, this is a great 
opportunity for you to participate in a short-term 
impact trip in a cross-cultural setting. Save the 
dates and make plans to go with us to Guatemala! 
More information will be available soon, so be on 
the lookout for news about an interest meeting 
over the next couple of months. You can reach out 
to Taylor@pioneerdrive.org with any questions.



On Sunday, December 14, Pioneer Drive Baptist Church 
held a groundbreaking ceremony outside in the sunny 
cold of West Texas. 

Between their Sanctuary and Curry’s Corner—the site of 
a new worship center and foyer in 18 months—the 
ceremony commenced with a prayer and word by 
Senior Pastor Dr. John Whitten.

“This project is more than a building; it’s a mission for 
reaching the next generations, for meeting the 
emotional, physical, mental, and spiritual needs of the 
Big country for the next 70 years and beyond,” Dr. 
Whitten said.

The building campaign, Next 70, recalls the recent 
celebration of Pioneer Drive’s 70th anniversary and sets 
her sights on the next 70 years of ministry and mission. 

Following Dr. Whitten was a word from Building 
Committee Chairs, Mike and Donna Walls, about the 
church and the committee arriving here after 8 years of 
ups and downs, delibration and prayer, life and death. 

A little over 6 years ago, Eddie Curry, beloved 
Education Pastor, went to be with the Lord during a 
pivotal time in the committee’s journey. 

After a trying meeting, Eddie wrote and mailed a letter 
to the Walls a day before his unexpected passing, and 
the letter was delivered a couple days after: “a true 
message from heaven” encouraging the Walls, the 
committee, and the church to press on with the project.

Because of the efforts made then and thereafter, 
Pioneer Drive with the leading of the Holy Spirit made 
history Sunday, ending their time turning dirt with 
golden shovels held by key players in the process, 
looking towards the west, the future, the next 70.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
As a church family, we packed 268 Operation Christmas 
Child boxes. For every box given ten people hear the 
gospel, that means over 2,600 children and families will 
hear about the Good News of Jesus this Christmas. 
Also, Pioneer Drive was a drop-off location for  a second 
time this year and we collected over 6,389 more boxes 
from the community! Thank you for participating in this 
year’s Operation Christmas Child. We could not have 
done it without your support!

NOTEWORTHY
NEWS
DEACON FELLOWSHIP 2026
Our Deacons officially welcomed in a new slate of 
officers and a new class of deacons for 2026-2029: Tom 
Ambrose**, Kirk Canada*, Micah Clay, Blake Forrester*, 
Ben James, Steve Hodges, Matt Higgins, Stephen Lowry, 
Jay Miers, Andy Penney, Jeff Rhoads*, Michael Rice, Ken 
Shira, Jim Sutton, Clay Vaughn*, Tommy Vaughn*, Rob 
Walker*, and Paul Westervelt** (*to be ordained at 
Pioneer Drive and **ordained elsewhere). Mike Miller 
will serve as Chair with Dan Cranor as Vice-Chair and 
John Voller as Secretary.  We are grateful for Sparky 
Dean (Chair), Gary Heslep (Vice-Chair), and Dane Bryant 
(Secretary) for their leadership this past year. Deacon 
Ordination will be Sunday, January 25, at 6PM in the 
Sanctuary.  

BONHAM CHRISTMAS STORE

HISTORY-MAKING
GROUNDBREAKING

We as a church family gave gifts to our annual Christmas 
Store for the families of Bonham Elementary across the 
street. Parents get to purchase these gifts at 10% of their 
value for their children. We served 20 families 
representing 50 children! Surplus toys were shared with 
children in foster care through local agencies. THANK 
YOU for your generosity in the Christmas season.



Choirs – Through song, we continue learning truths of 
scripture  and deepen our understanding of God.

RA’s and GA’s – Groups of boys and girls learn about 
missionaries and being on mission for Christ.

CHILDREN

Open Gym – We love to provide a place for our 
students to hang out, have fun, and reconnect.

Midweek Worship – We play a game, spend time in 
worship, and hear a sermon from our youth minister.

YOUTH

PRESCHOOL
Choirs – At an early age, we believe children can learn 
the truths of scripture by learning them in songs.

Mission Friends – We take time each week to teach our 
children the value of loving and serving others.

From 5-6PM in our Fellowship Hall, you can enjoy a 
homecooked meal each week to make the night easier. 
The meal is $5 per person with a family max of $20.

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEAL

Wednesday night activities and groups start at 6PM 
and go until 7 or 7:30PM. Here are the spring options:

For more info or questions, you can email
Terence@pioneerdrive.org or call 325-692-6776.

Our Bible studies will have a start and end date, but 
joining a small group is more for someone looking for 
a deeper connection lasting longer than a 4-12 week 
study. Contact Daniel McKay for more information.

We have a place for you to serve if God has musically 
gifted you. Between our choir, orchestra, and worship 
team, they practice each week on Wednesday nights 
to prepare and lead worship on Sunday mornings. 

SMALL GROUPS

WORSHIP MINISTRY

7
JAN

WORTH IT
WEDNESDAYS

Dustin & Courtney Todd, Room 2232/34
FAMILY: SUNDAY + 

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Book of Amos, Pastor John, Fellowship Hall

Room 2254/56/58
WOMEN: JOY 

Cindy Stewart, Room 2236/38
WOMEN: PSALMS

RE|ENGAGE MARRIAGE 
Various Couples, Room 2253/55

Dr. Matt Deeg, Room 1251/53
MEN: WORK & FAITH

THE BOOK OF ACTS
Tim De La Vega, Room 1255/57

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Adam Hall, Room 1254/56

Bobby Cox, Room 2226
FINANCIAL PEACE

ADULT STUDIES



701 S. Pioneer Drive
Abilene, TX 79605

Download the 
Pioneer Drive App

Like us on Facebook
@pioneerdrive

Visit our website
pioneerdrive.org

The Vision is Pioneer Drive’s 
monthly newsletter. Learn 
about our latest news and 
upcoming events. 

For more information, call us 
at (325) 692-6776 or email 
us at info@pioneerdrive.org.


