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Life is marked by steps. NEX 7_ @
We celebrate a baby's first shaky s I E Ps

steps across the living room floor. We

remember the steps taken across a

graduation stage, down a wedding aisle, or into a new home. Some
steps fill us with excitement. Others require courage. And if you've ever
been injured or faced a difficult season, you know how frustrating it can
be when you want to move forward but can't take the next step.

History is filled with memorable steps. When Neil Armstrong stepped
onto the moon, he famously said, "That's one small step for man, one
giant leap for mankind.” Yet every giant leap begins with a single step.

The Bible is full of important steps as well. Abraham stepped out in faith
without knowing where God would lead. Peter stepped out of the boat
onto the water. The disciples stepped away from their nets to follow
Jesus. Throughout Scripture, God rarely reveals the entire journey at
once. Instead, He invites His people to trust Him with the next step.

At Pioneer Drive, we believe spiritual growth works the same way.
Following Jesus is not about having everything figured out. It's about
faithfully taking the next step God places before you. That's why this fall
we are launching Next Steps, a three-week sermon series and
discipleship pathway designed to help every person move forward in
their walk with Christ.

Together, we'll explore four simple steps: Connect with God, Explore
the mission and story of Pioneer Drive, Belong in God's family, and

Serve through your gifts and calling. Whether you're new to faith or
have followed Jesus for decades, there is always a next step to take.

After all, discipleship is not a destination. It's a journey of faithful steps
with Jesus.

What's your next step?
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Dr. John Whitten
Senior Pastor




This past month has brought
some truly beautiful progress
on our Next 70 project! If
you’ve looked up recently,
you’ve likely seen a significant
milestone: the beautiful new
cross that now stands tall
against the Abilene skyline. It is
a stunning, daily reminder of
why we are doing this project.

Behind the scenes, the

momentum hasn't stopped.
Great strides are being made on the roof, fire safety sprinklers, electrical pathways,
and exterior wall framing. While building projects always bring their share of daily
puzzles and challenges, our general contractor is incredibly encouraged by the steady
progress being made every day.

As you drive by the construction site or think about the project, we’d love for you to
join us in prayer. Please pray for: The safety and protection of every single worker on
site and for God's hand to guide every detail. Above all we want Him to be deeply
glorified through this space.

Honestly, none of this would be possible without you. Because of your beautiful
generosity, faithful prayers, and deep commitment to this vision, nearly $5.5 million
has been given toward the Next 70 Campaign! Your heart for this church is building a
legacy for generations to come.

To see the latest updates, watch the progress, or find new ways to be a part of what
God is doing through this project, visit us at pioneerdrive.org/Next70.

Sunday Nights

August 2 Worship - 6PM, with Craig Stotts
(Conference Center, Lord's Supper)

August 9 Sunday School Rally - No Evening Worship
August 16 Meeting Night - No Evening Worship

August 23 Worship - 6PM, with Courtney Todd
(Conference Center)

August 30 Worship - 6PM, Meredith Summers
(Conference Center)




August Events

Church-Wide

Sunday School Rally

All Sunday School teachers and leaders are invited to
join us after the late worship service on August 9th
for lunch as we look forward to our next year of
Strengthening Deep Spiritual Roots in Sunday
School. There will be encouragement, challenge,
vision, and information that you don’t want to miss.
This next year will be a transformative one for our
church. Let's get excited and plan together for all
that God is going to do in our midst.

Note: There will be different registrations for
preschool, children, youth, and adults.

Register at pioneerdrive.org/events

GriefShare

If you are grieving the loss of a family member or
friend, you don’t have to go through it alone. Our
next GriefShare session begins Tuesday, August 25,
from 5:30-7:30PM in the Fellowship Hall and will be
facilitated by Omer Hancock. GriefShare is a caring,
supportive 13-week program designed to help you
understand the grieving process, find hope, and
receive encouragement from others who are
experiencing similar loss. The cost of the participant
workbook is $20. However, scholarships are available
for anyone who needs financial assistance. Whether
your loss is recent or occurred years ago, GriefShare
offers practical tools, biblical encouragement, and a
safe, welcoming environment where you can share as
much or as little as you feel comfortable. We invite
you to walk this journey of healing with us.

Register at pioneerdrive.org/events

Children’s Ministry

First Grade Bible Presentation

First graders and parents, join us for this special
event to welcome you to Children’s Ministry! On
Sunday morning, September 13th, come to the gym
at T0AM for brunch and a time of learning about your
new Bible. We will then present first graders with
their new Bible in the T1:15AM Celebration and
gathering services. Sign up online by September 6.
Register at pioneerdrive.org/events

Children’s Choir Teachers Needed

We are in need of additional volunteers to teach
and/or assist during our weekly Children’s Choir
rehearsals. Children’'s Choir meets on Wednesdays
from 6-6:45PM, beginning September 2. If you are
interested in serving or would like more information,
please contact Betsy Colwell at
childrenschoir@pioneerdrive.org.

College Ministry

College Welcome Home Sunday

Every fall, thousands of students arrive in Abilene
searching for community, purpose, and a place to
belong. On Sunday, August 23, we'll greet them with
a special Welcome Home Sunday and breakfast
during College Bible Study at 10:10AM in Room 2254.
Please be praying for this ministry and consider
inviting a college student you know to join us as we
begin a new semester together.

Men's Ministry

Bible Study Fellowship: Study Romans

Monday evenings beginning in September you have
the opportunity to meet for a small-group
discussion, hear from a teaching leader how the
truths of Scripture can be applied to daily life and
receive comprehensive notes on the Scripture
passages you studied.

Go to https://join.bsfinternational.org/class/4 to
sign up today!

Mission’s Ministry

Become a Big Brother or Big Sister

Meet a need for a young man or woman in our
community who is seeking a mentor. Basic
responsibility includes hanging out 2-4 hours
monthly with a school-aged child. Training &
ongoing support is offered by experienced local
professionals. Currently, there are 69 boys on the
waiting list. Go to www.bbbstx/be-a-big to start the
simple process or reach out to
Nathan@pioneerdrive.org to learn more.

Big Country Needs

Did you know the Food Pantry gives out more than
just food? For the month of August, we will be
collecting bars of soap for the ABA Social Ministries
Pantry. All donations can be placed in the grocery
carts or dropped off at any church office.

Preschool Ministry

Kindergarten Blessing

Kindergarten Blessing is a special time to pray over
children starting school and celebrate their transition
to attending church with their families. We invite you
to join us as we recognize our kindergarteners on
Sunday, August 23 during the 9AM Celebration
Worship Service and the 11:15AM gathering.

Register online by August 12.
Register at pioneerdrive.org/events




Primetimers Ministry

Primetime LIVE

Are you ready to sing and laugh at some "Texas
Limericks"? Primetime Live welcomes Greg Young the
Pharmacist and the entertainer on Thursday, August 6.
Join us in the Fellowship Hall at T0AM for games and
conversation, Greg will speak at T1AM, and we’ll enjoy
Chick-fil-A box lunches ($8) at noon. Sign-up online or
in the church office by August 5.

Register at pioneerdrive.org/events

Primetimers to Post, Texas

We’re on the road again! Hop on the Primetimer
Express headed for Ragtown Gospel Theater in Post,
Texas. Turn the clock back to the 50's and meet Annie
Warner, Mason Crew, and our Military in "Soldier Come
Home." Tickets are $10 per person but FREE for
Veterans. We’'ll also make a tasty dinner stop at the
legendary Famous George's Restaurant (not free). Sign
up online or in the church office by August 6.

Register at pioneerdrive.org/events
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Student Ministry
Fish Camp
Incoming High School Freshmen, welcome to High
School! Meet at the church at TOAM on Saturday,
August 8 for a fun day on Lake Leon. We will serve a
sandwich lunch and a fajita dinner. Bring your swimsuit
and towel and get ready for a great time. Cost is FREE.
Register at pioneerdrive.org/events

Worship Ministry

Choir & Orchestra Rehearsal Resumes

Come join us as we make music for the Lord! Starting
September 2nd, Celebration Orchestra will rehearse
each Wednesday from 6-7PM in the Sanctuary, and
the Celebration Choir rehearses from 7-8:30PM in the
Music Suite. The Celebration Orchestra is open to
musicians ages 15 and older. If you have questions or
are interested in joining the orchestra or choir, contact
Eric at eric@pioneerdrive.org.
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At Pioneer Drive, we believe that Wednesdays are WORTH IT! With a
new season and a new school year comes a great chance to develop life-
giving habits that strengthen your walk with Christ.

Join us at 5PM for a Fellowship Meal in the Fellowship Hall, and if it's your
first time, dinner is on us. At 6PM, ministries and classes for all ages
provide a place to connect, grow, and build lasting friendships.

Come be part of a community that's committed to becoming more like
Jesus each week. We kick off on Wednesday, September 2, and continue
every Wednesday through the Fall Semester.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE

5PM - Wedensday Meal ADULTS
Fellowship Hall 6-7PM - Wednesday's With Pastor John
(Fellowship Hall
6PM - All Ages Activities 6-7PM - Sharpening Stones (RM1251)
CHILDREN (3 YEARS-6TH 62ADE) 6-7PM - Intentional Grandparenting (RM 222¢)

6-6:45PM - Children's Choir (3 years-5th Grade) 6-7PM - Raising Kids: How to Talk About

6:45-7:30PM - Mission Friends (3 years Kinder) et a1 S 225

6:45-7:30PM - Royal Ambassadors (Boys) 6-7PM - V};’J‘;‘;‘Z'S Study: None Like Him
& Girls In Action (Girls) ( )

§st-5th Grade) 6-7PM - Spiritual Formation & Freedom in

6-7:30PM - MERGE Bible Study and Fellowship. Christ (RM 2251)
(6th grade, RM 271) WorsiP
STVDENTS (TH-121H)

6-7PM - Orchestra Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
6-7:30PM - Student Worship (Gym/Conf. Center)

7-8:30PM - Choir Rehearsal (Choir Suite)

6:15-7:30PM - Gathering Worship Team
Rehearsal (RM 2230
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Pioneer Drive is grateful to be part of the Baptist World
Alliance (BWA), a global, mission-focused family of
Baptists connected through our church partnership, the
World Mission Offering, and the Baptist General
Convention of Texas.

This past July, Dr. John Whitten and Taylor Cruse traveled

to Toronto for the BWA Annual Gathering. Centered on
the theme, "The Table of Christ: One Gospel, Many
People,” the gathering highlighted communion,
reconciliation, mission, and partnership, calling Baptists
worldwide to unite around Christ and His mission.

More than 400 Baptist leaders from over 65 countries,
representing places as diverse as Kazakhstan, Myanmar,
Nigeria, and Jamaica, came together in a powerful
expression of the unity described in Ephesians 4:3-6: one
body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one
God and Father of all.

Throughout the week, participants shared stories of both

encouragement and challenge. Reports included growing

baptisms in Europe, revival across Latin America and

Africa, new churches being planted in Asia, and increasing

gospel partnership in North America, alongside the
realities of war, persecution, and instability. What stood out most was the joy and confidence in
Christ displayed by believers serving in difficult contexts. One memorable example was the president
of the Nigerian Baptist Convention, who leads more than 10,000 churches and 6 million believers,
worshiping with evident joy despite facing serious threats of persecution at home.

Pastor John participated in the Commission on
Religious Freedom, where he will continue serving
through 2030, collaborating with Baptist leaders to
advance religious liberty around the world. Taylor
led a workshop on Least Reached People Groups
and will continue serving on that commission,
helping equip both our congregation and the
broader Baptist family for this strategic ministry.

Pioneer Drive is thankful for its place within the
Baptist World Alliance. As we seek to live out the
global vision of the Acts 2 Movement here in
Abilene, we are grateful to partner with believers
around the world in blessing the nations and
reaching the unreached with the good news of
Jesus Christ.

You can join this ministry as well. To pray regularly for the nations alongside believers around the
world, visit BaptistWorld.org/prayer. To learn more about this year's Annual Gathering, visit
BaptistWorld.org/annual-gathering/table-of-christ.




Visit our website
www.pioneerdrive.org

Like us on Facebook
(@pioneerdrive

Follow us on Instagram
@pioneerdrive

The Vision is Pioneer Drive’s
monthly newsletter to learn
about our church's latest
news and upcoming events.

Formore information, call us
at (325) 692-6776 or email
us at info@pioneerdrive.org.
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