


What If

What if Easter isn't just'a holiday; but a -

turning point?

“Every year, Easter invites us back to'a
familiar story: an empty tomb, folded
grave clothes, a risen Christ. But Easter
is more than a'moment we remember. It
is the moment God'’s Big Story turns,
and the door opens for our stories to be

caught up in His.

This year, as we approach Easter, we are
leaning into a simple but profound
truth: we are living inside a big, big
story. The resurrection:is not the end of
the story; it is the beginning of new life,
new hope, and new possibilities.
Because Jesus is alive, the future is
open, and no story is beyond

redemption.

That’s why Easter matters so deeply, not
just for us, but for those around us.

Many people are quietly asking

ciIs Bigger Than You Think?

questions about meaning, hope, and

~ what comes next. They may not know

. how to voice it, but they are often more

open than we realize. In fact, research
shows that nearly: 8 out of 10 people say
they would consider attending church if
someone they trust personally:invited

them.

As Easter draws near, begin‘to wonder:

Who might be ready for an invitation?

Who might be longing for'hope; even if
they don't yet have the words for it?

An invitation.doesn't have to be perfect.

It just has to be genuine.

This Easter, we believe God is ‘still
writing His story; one marked by
resurrection, grace, and.new
beginnings. And sometimes, the next
chapter begins:with a simple question:

“"Would you come with me?”

UBEBIEC AT -
Dr.-John Whitten
Senior Pastor



GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 3, 7PM SANCTUARY

Good Friday is a day of commemoration of Jesus'
death by crucifixion. It is a time for Christians to come
together in solemn observance of Christ's suffering,
to reflect on the passion that led Him to the cross,
and to honor the sacrifice He made to bring about
our redemption. We hope you'll make plans to join us
for this meaningful and contemplative service.

EASTER SERVICE

APRIL 5, 9AM SANCTUARY
Led by the gathering worship team
In-Person, Livestream, and Radio

South 7th St

Pioneer
Drive
Baptist
Church

EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 5, TWO TIMES & LOCATIONS (BELOW)
Easter Sunday is such a special time to celebrate our risen
Savior! For Easter, we offer two services: one on our campus
at 9AM in the Sanctuary led by the gathering worship team
and the other at 10:30AM in downtown Abilene at the
Convention Center led by Celebration Choir & Orchestra.
Come and worship with us this Easter and invite a neighbor
or friend to join. We can’t wait to celebrate Easter with youl

EASTER SERVICE

APRIL 5, 10:30AM CONVENTION CENTER
Led by Celebration Choir & Orchestra
In-Person Only

Abilene
Convention
Center
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South 7th St
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& pioneerdrive.org/easter & 325.692.6776




MARCH /|

CHURCHWIDE

MAR. 8: SIGN THE SLAB EVENT
As part of our Next 70 building campaign, we've
reached an important milestone—the concrete

foundation for our new sanctuary has now been
poured! To celebrate this moment in the life of our
church, we invite you to a special Next 70 event,
“Sign the Slab,” on Sunday morning, March 8,
from 8:40AM to 9AM before services or after
services from 12:15PM to 12:30PM. You'll have the

opportunity to step onto the new foundation and

write your name, a favorite Scripture, or a prayer
directly on the slab. Our children and youth will do
the same during their Sunday School hour. This is
a meaningful way for our church family—across
generations—to leave a lasting mark as we build a
sanctuary for future worshippers. Come celebrate
what God is building among us as we step into the
“Next 70" years of ministry at Pioneer Drive!

MAR. 29: NEW MEMBER CLASS

If you've been considering becoming a member of
Pioneer Drive, we'd love to help you take that step! Our
Membership Class is scheduled from 10:10-11:00 AM in
Room 2231, where you'll have the opportunity to meet
some of our ministers, connect with others exploring
membership, and learn what it means to be part of our
church family.

APR. 3: GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

Join us for our Good Friday Service as we pause to
remember Christ’s journey to the cross through worship,
scripture, and reflection. This reverent and meaningful
gathering is a powerful way to prepare our hearts for
Easter. Good Friday Service will be held in the Sanctuary
at 7PM. We hope you will make plans to join us for this
special service.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

MAR. 4: MUSICAL REVEAL
The 1st-5th grade choirs will meet in the Allen Room

during Children's Choir at 6PM for our May Musical
reveal! We hope all choir members can attend. This is a
great time to come back to choir or even join for the first
time; we will learn the songs over the next 8 weeks and
present the musical on May 3 at 6PM in the Sanctuary.

MAR. 22: GAs MUFFIN BAKE SALE

Let us feed you breakfast on this Sunday morning from
8:30AM to 12:30PM as our GAs will be selling muffins all
morning in three different locations! You can find us in
Curry's Corner, the entrance near the Fellowship Hall,
and on the SkyBridge. Sunday School classes, please
consider buying muffins instead of donuts on this day! All
proceeds will go to one of our local mission partners.

COLLEGE MINISTRY

MAR. 22: CHURCH MATCH SCHOLARSHIP
Scholarship applications for the Fall Semester 2026 are

available in the upstairs offices or in the College Bible
Study Room (2254) for students attending Texas Baptist
University's or Abilene Christian University. All
applications must be sent to gmize@pioneerdrive.org,
mailed, or delivered to the upstairs office by May 31st.
Priority will be given to students pursuing full-time
ministry. The remaining scholarships are awarded based
on need.

MEN'’S MINISTRY

MAR. 4: MEN'’S 2026 BOOK CLUB
Read along with other Pioneer Men this year! A group

discussion will be hosted Wednesdays in Room 1251
following our fellowship meal. Contact Nathan for more
info.

MAR. 20: BACK TO GAUDALUPE
Join our men’s ministry March 20-23 with a hike to "The

Top of Texas". The peak provides fantastic views of the
surrounding mountains and desert from the highest
point in the state at roughly 3,000-foot elevation. We will
be taking personal vehicles, food & gear including tents
for sleeping. Experienced hikers recommend a certain
level of physical fitness for this rewarding although
strenuous 8.4 mile trail. A climbing partner is also
strongly advised. Register on Realm or text Nathan at
281.794.6749 limited spots available. No cost to sign-up.

MAR. 29: DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT
Calling any abled bodied Pioneer Man to test their skills

against the young men from our student ministry from
5:30PM to 7PM. There is no cost for this event but
registration for adults required. Sign up on Realm or let
Nathan know you are interested by texting
281.794.6749. Pizza and water included. Honor and
swag for winners.



MISSIONS MINISTRY

MAR. 29: CITY LIGHT SERVICE

Join friends for food & fellowship on Sunday morning.
You can help by greeting at the door, serving food,
reading scripture, singing, praying, sharing a word, or
simply visiting. Contact Nathan for more information.

MARCH: BIG COUNTRY NEEDS

For the month of March, we are collecting cereal for the
All For One Missions Fellowship Pantry. Please place all
donations in the grocery carts or any church office.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: CALL A NEIGHBOR

Did you know our church has returned over 500 calls
from non-church members for help with financial
struggles over the past 2 years? We are seeking
volunteers to commit less than one hour a month to help
follow up with these neighbors offering prayer and an
invitation to church. Contact Nathan@pioneerdrive.org
to learn more.

SUPPER AT SALVATION ARMY

We are looking for groups and individuals to help
provide, prep and/or deliver a hot meal for people in our
community experiencing housing insecurity. Volunteers
are needed Wednesdays from 4:30-5:30PM. This is a
great opportunity for a family or Sunday School class to
build relationships beyond the walls of our church.
Contact Nathan Adams at Nathan@pioneerdrive.org for
more information or to volunteer.

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY

MAR. 6: FRIDAY WITH FRIENDS

Parents and Preschoolers, join us for Fridays with Friends
on March 6 at 10am. We will meet at The Spark in the
Grace Museum where the children can explore and play
while the parents fellowship with each other. Admission

is $8 for adults and $5 for children (3 and under are free).

PRIMETIMER MINSITRY

MAR. 5: PRIMETIME LIVE

Primetime Live is excited to host Pastor John Whitten in
a friendly game of "Ask Pastor John." Come to the
Fellowship Hall at T0AM for conversation and coffee, ask
Pastor John questions at 11AM, and share a Chick-Fil-A
box lunch ($8) at noon. Register online or in the church
office by March 3.

SCANTO SIGN Up EImE

FOR AN EVENT: &

APR. 2: PRIMETIME LIVE

Primetime Live welcomes the World-Famous Cowboy
Band. Since its inception in 1923, these HSU students
have marched across the world. From Belgium,
Bermuda, Canada, Germany, ltaly, Japan, Mexico, Spain,
and Switzerland to Abilene, the infectious enthusiasm is
present in every performance. It's Cowboy Band Show
Time! Join us at T0AM for coffee and conversation. The
band will play at 11AM, and we'll have Chick-fil-A ($8) at
noon. Register online or in the church office, even if you
don't eat so we can have a chair for you!

WOMEN'’S MINISTRY

MAR. 19: CAFE CONNECTIONS

Ladies of all ages and stages are invited to come for a
time of fellowship and encouragement on the third
Thursday of each month at 10AM in the Cafe. Coffee &
light breakfast snacks are provided. Come as you are and
bring a friend. There is no cost or registration.

MAR. 29: PLAYIN' WITH PARTNERS
Experience a fun-filled evening from 5:30-7PM with

games and friendly competition all for a good cause.
Participants will be assigned a team and will be playing
on behalf of a different Pioneer Drive mission partner.
The winning team’s mission partner will receive the
money collected from registrations. You won't want to
miss this fun, purposeful evening together. Invite a friend
and make plans to join us.

WORSHIP MINISTRY

MAR. 22: STUDENT-LED WORSHIP
The Middle School and High School Choirs will lead

worship during both the 9AM and 11:15AM gathering
services. Join in sharing this wonderful worship
experience with our students.

MAR. 27: KAREN PECK & NEW RIVER CONCERT

Karen Peck & New River will be in concert at Pioneer
Drive Baptist Church in the Sanctuary for an evening of
powerful worship and inspiring music. Known for their
heartfelt songs and exceptional harmonies, this special
concert promises to be an uplifting experience for all
ages. Doors open at 5PM and the concert will begin at
6PM. Admission is free, and a love offering will be
received.



WITNESS

Share my
testimony

ACTS 2:41

BIBLE FREEDOM CARE

Commit to Pray for the Serve
reading persecuted others

ACTS 2:42 ACTS 2:44 ACTS 2:45

NEIGHBOR

Love my
neighbors

ACTS 2:46-47

79:;011 cerlrive

BAPTIST CHURCH



Sunday Nights

Mar. 1: Clarke Family, IMB Missionaries
6PM Conference Center
Mar. 8: Spring Break, No Evening Service
Mar. 15: Griffin Jones, 6PM Conference Center
Mar. 22: Special-Called Business Meeting/Worship,

6PM Conference Center

Mar. 29: Women’s/Men'’s Events, No Evening Service

Next 70 Event

Near the end of February, we have received
$4,753,333 in contributions toward this campaign.

Your generosity and prayers are making a difference!

Currently, the first of three concrete pours for the
foundation slab is done; the next pour might even be
done by the time you read this update. After the slab
is poured, the steel will come quickly next. Be on the
lookout for street changes to Buccaneer in the next

few months so that the crane can sit nearby!

SIGN THE SLAB EVENT - Sunday, March 8

Before and after services, you'll have the opportunity

to step onto the new foundation and write your
name, a favorite Scripture, or a prayer directly on the
slab. Our children and youth will do the same during

their Sunday School hour. See page 3 for more info.
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